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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA 5HINGTON 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY April 13, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Analysis of White House Mail on Vietnam 
- April 4 through April 12 

President Johnson 1 s speech at Johns Hopkins brought a sharp 
reversal in the heavy flow of critical mail. Volume of mail on 
Vietnam slowed after the speech and shifted from 5 to 1 against the 
President to better than 4 to 1 in his favor. Telegrams which had been 
running 5 to 1 against the President are now running better than 4 to 1 
in support of his Vietnam policy as outlined at Johns Hopkins. 

From April 4 through 7, the White House received approximately 
2,000 letters, 304 telegrams and 208 postcards. 

From April 8 through 12, the White House received approximately 
789 letters and 559 telegrams. 

Letters now express general approval of the President's policies 
with specific endorsement of his offer of unconditional negotiations and 
a program of economic aid for Southeast Asia. Significant numbers of 
writers note the pride they felt in the President and the country while 
listening to the address. Others mentioned a new feeling of optimism 
and relief - -of new hope for the future. Several commended the 
President's choice of Eugene Black, and offered their services to the 
economic development and assistance effort. 

Before the speech , mail which opposed the President's Vietnam 
policies urged an immediate cease-fire, withdrawal and a negotiated 
settlement. There were repeated requests that the UN be involved in 
any settlement. Other significant themes were: references to the 
economic development of the Mekong Delta and other opportunities for 
the U. S. to demonstrate a more positive image in Southeast Asia; 
expressions of shame and horror at the brutality of the war and the 
suffering of civilians; references to Goldwater and the charge that the 
President was pursuing Goldwater -like policies; confusion over U. S. 
aims; expressions of distaste for the use of napalm, gas and the 
bombing of North Korea. 
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Before the speech , mail which supported the President's Vietnam 
policies stressed the need to halt the spread of communism and to stop 
Chinese expansionism. 

After the speech , mail which opposes the President's Vietnam 
policies criticized the proposal for a $1 billion aid program, arguing 
that the money be used for defense rather than "tribute" (the Dirksen 
term). Letters frequently called the speech a "disappointme nt". Some 
called for an immediate cease-fire and negotiations; some urged 
withdrawal; others demanded a firmer policy to stop communism with 
no extension of economic aid. 

Telegrams now express strong approval of the President's 
policies, particularly the pursuit of a peaceful solution, the offer of 
economic aid, food surpluses, etc. There are expressions of gratitude 
and congratulation; support for the mention of a role for the United 
Nations; endorsement for the offer of unconditional negotiations. 

Before the speech , telegrams which opposed the President's 
Vietnam policies urged the use of UN machinery and an immediate cease- 
fire. There were expressions of shock and anger, opposition to 
Goldwater-like policies, opposition to air attacks, gas and chemical 
warfare; support of economic development efforts. 

of mail - Where California and New York were clearly 
the principal sources of mail before the speech, there is more even 
distribution throughout the country now. There is also an almost 
even balance among men and women. 
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